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Q7. Next Steps
In addition to demonstrating compliance with its statutory obligations under Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and Executive Order 12898, this report represents a significant effort to
consider social equity in a regional planning context. The analyses included in the report
explored various Draft Plan benefits and burdens. For instance, an overall positive impact on
transit accessibility and housing choice will be felt in environmental justice communities.
Despite these benefits, however, the transportation investment analysis reveals several
disparities by income and minority status on per household and per capita total investment in
the Draft Plan. Additionally, the burdens associated with exposure to air pollution from living
near freeways and the benefits from roadway capacity investments were found to be
proportional to the environmental justice communities’ share of population in the region. For
the first time, SJCOG also incorporated public health metrics into the regional planning context,
and deployed the metrics to understand the impact of its investments in environmental justice
communities. In many ways, this report represents a snap shot of the region at a fixed point in
time and much of what is presented here is limited by elements of the planning process and the
methodology used to conduct the analysis.
Moving forward, this section summarizes some of the next steps for SJCOG, which build upon
the findings from the Environmental Justice, Title VI, and Social Equity Report. These next steps
refer to implementation measures of the 2018 RTP/SCS, as well as refinements to the equity
analysis for the next RTP/SCS update.
RTP/SCS Implementation
SJCOG is committed to meeting the mobility and access needs of low-income, minority and
other transportation-disadvantaged populations. This commitment is reflected in the
highlighted implementation activities below:
•

Measure K Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Safe Routes to School Program and Smart Growth
Incentive Program: The programs provide funding to expand and enhance pedestrian
and bicycle safety and facilities within San Joaquin County, as well as infrastructure
improvements that support infill development and neighborhood revitalization. In
February 2018, nearly $20 million of Measure K funding was approved by the SJCOG
Board to move 21 projects and plans forward, several of which are located within
identified environmental justice communities.

•

SB 1 Planning Studies: SJCOG will use a portion of its allocated SB 1 planning funds to
conduct a study of barriers to successful implementation, particularly in identified
communities of concern. The needs assessment will focus on mobility needs, and
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include first/last mile planning and an analysis of the impact of emerging technologies.
Additionally, a portion of SB 1 planning funds will be used to further refine the public
health performance metrics and analysis discussed within this report, and at length in
Appendix N.
•

South Stockton Promise Zone Initiative: As a backbone partner, SJCOG serves as a
facilitator for advancing partner collaboration on Neighborhood Transformation within
the South Stockton Promise Zone, a project area that aligns directly with environmental
justice communities identified in this report. In 2017, major milestones included
initiating dialogue on current public and private investment levels in South Stockton, as
well as the exploration of strategies to articulate a community-driven vision that can
guide future investment.

Refinements to the Social Equity Analysis
To build upon the work presented in this document, SJCOG staff will continue to make
improvements to the planning process and methodology to develop a social equity and
environmental justice lens for the San Joaquin region that ensures effective action on behalf of
the region’s disadvantaged communities. With input from stakeholders and members of the
public, SJCOG may pursue several items in the next RTP/SCS update to enhance efforts to
address social equity in the region (Table Q7-1).
Table Q7-1. Refinements for 2022 RTP/SCS Social Equity Analysis
Planning Process Improvements
•

•

•

Enhance outreach program by
focusing more intentionally on
Hispanic/Latino populations in San
Joaquin County.
Enhance community-based outreach
mini-grant program to increase
engagement throughout the planning
process.
Provide specific forums or focus
groups on Environmental Justice, Title
VI, and social equity issues in the San
Joaquin region.

Methodology Enhancements
•

•

•

•

Revisit the criteria for designating
communities of concern. Explore or
expand criteria to look at conditions,
not solely demographic makeup.
Investigate key regional trends that
effect low-income and minority
communities in greater detail.
Incorporate a discussion or analysis
on existing disparities and the
cumulative benefits of the RTP/SCS.
Incorporate methodology for
identifying gentrification and
displacement risk in the region.
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